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Various Types of Color Schemes

Color schemes are combinations of colors that are considered harmonious and visually pleasing.
They are used to create specific moods and visual effects in photography and other visual arts.

1. Monochromatic Color Scheme:

* Uses different tints, tones, and shades of a single hue.

* Example: Various shades of Blue (e.g., light blue, medium blue, dark blue). This
creates a sense of unity, calm, or sophistication.

2. Analogous Color Scheme:

» Uses colors that are next to each other on the color wheel. Typically involves 2-5
colors.

* Example: Green, Green Yellow, Yellow. This creates a harmonious and serene feel,
often found in nature.

3. Complementary Color Scheme:

» Uses two colors that are directly opposite each other on the color wheel. These create
strong contrast and vibrancy.

* Example:

* Red and Cyan
* Green and Magenta
* Blue and Yellow
* This scheme creates a dynamic and eye-catching effect, making elements "pop."
4. Split-Complementary Color Scheme:

» Uses a base color and the two colors adjacent to its direct complement. This offers a
high degree of contrast but is less jarring than a direct complementary scheme.

* Example: If you choose Red as your base color, its complement is Cyan. The split-
complementary colors would then be Green Cyan and Blue Cyan.

5. Triadic Color Scheme:

* Uses three colors that are equally spaced around the color wheel, forming an
equilateral triangle. These schemes are vibrant and balanced.

* Example:

* Red, Green, Blue (the primary colors)
* Yellow, Cyan, Magenta (the secondary colors)
* Orange, Green Cyan, Blue Magenta

6. Tetradic (Double Complementary) Color Scheme:

» Uses four colors arranged into two complementary pairs, forming a rectangle on the
color wheel. This is the richest and most complex scheme, offering a wide range of
possibilities but requiring careful balancing.

* Example: Red, Cyan, Green Yellow, Blue Magenta (Red-Cyan is one
complementary pair, Green Yellow-Blue Magenta is another).

7. Achromatic Scheme - Only an honourable mention really as this scheme is technically
colourless, using only neutral grays, black, and white ! Effect: Classic, timeless, minimalist,
and formal.
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